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Navigate The Document Easily 
 
For Adobe Acrobat Reader, please click the Book mark icon on the Tool 
Bar. This will open a Bookmark panel to the left of the document.  It has 
a list of all headings. Here you can click on any heading to go there 
directly.   
 

    
 
 
For other PDF readers, if there is no such icon, please look for Book 
Mark panel under Menu bar headings. It might be under View or 
Windows.  
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Hello 
 
Do not be lonely and bored with life.  
 
This is the age to enjoy whatever you wanted to do before but had no 
time to do till now. 
 
You are your own best friend.   
 
You do not need any one�s permission to learn new crafts or pursue new 
hobbies. 
 

When was the last time you did something for the first time? Do it now.  
 
Remember 
 
You are not competing with anyone. 
You do not have to prove anything to anyone. 
You have to suit only your pace of doing thing, 
 
Last but not least 
 
Be proud of yourself for all and any achievement. 
 
� Enjoy and Enhance your life and abilities. 
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THIS IS HOBBY HELP SERIES FOR 
SENIORS.  

 
 

    
 
 
 
I am compiling a series of things to do - what to do to counter loneliness, 
in addition, how to go about it. 
 
This is about using your photographs to earn some money on the internet.  
 
I have given the links that are the most visited.  As on May 2009, all links 
are correct and working.  
 
You should look for more as you surf. You may find many that will suit 
to your needs. This is just a first step.  
 
 

Please feel free to share this with anyone you like. 
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Make Money From Your Photos  
 

Concept 

 

Any one connected to internet and having email account must have 
encountered many posts about how easy and profitable it is earning 
money from home. There are genuine opportunities as well as blatant 
frauds. Earning money from your photos also seems dubious at first. 
Well it is not so.  

 

Who On Earth Might Want My Photo?  

 

There are many web sites, ezines, and newsletters coming up everyday, 
apart from the printed media who are always on the lookout for good 
photos relevant to their theme.  Giving out the work to a professional 
photographer was the only option so far which cost a lot.  

 

With the advent of Digital Cameras and Internet, it has become easy to 
share photos. There are many hobbyist, family and amateur   
photographers on line showing off and sharing their work. Now many 
sites have come up with the idea of using this vast resource for the 
benefit of the photographer as well as for the buyer.   

 

There are now specific sites for photos, where you can upload your 
photo, and earn money whenever it is either bought, or even downloaded 
for free. 

 

Wow. I�ll be a millionaire in no time! 

 

Uh, not quite! This will NOT make you a millionaire in a hurry. The idea 
is that the buyer gets the photo cheap, and the revenue is shared between 
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you and the site. It can be anything between 20 cents/ photo to 70 cents. 
You are paid when you reach a certain minimum amount.  

 

The positive side is, if you have many photos on many sites, they can 
earn decent revenue over time. The trick is to have as many photos online 
as possible. Little pennies translate into big bucks over a period of time.  

 

Oh Yeah? Can I Do It?  

 

If you like photography, have time to take many good pictures � with 
good composition, good lighting, clean lines, you might like to try it. You 
have nothing to lose. 

There is no new capital cost involved � you already  have camera, 
computer and internet. Only thing needed is attitude and hard work. 

Practice makes perfect. There are many tutorials available to learn 
specific type of photography. Indeed almost all sites have their in-house 
tutorials to guide.  

At most sites posting photos is free.  There are general conventions as 
well as each site�s own requirements. Please go through the FAQ page of 
each site to get an idea of system. 

This is just a general guide. 
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Where to sell  
 

There are three options available to you for selling photos.  

 

1. Photo sharing sites or Store Fronts � these are not actually for 
selling. You probably are already a member of one of these. They store 
your photos online, and you can give instructions as to who can view 
these photos - a limited audience or general public. Many of them have 
some sort of product service � making photo books, prints, and assorted 
gift items can be ordered through here. Storing the photos is free, these 
extra services are not. People may order print of your photos, but that 
money will go to site for processing. You can add a note that these 
photos may be for sale, and the potential customer may contact you.  

 

2. Micro stock sites- The most easy and common route. They specialize 
in selling photos and have set conventions for both buyers and sellers.  

Visit all the listed sites at the end - they have different requirements. 
Registration is free. You hold the copyright over your picture. After 
registration, you can start uploading your photos.  

However, uploading does not mean automatic acceptance. It may reject 
what does not meet the standard.  You can try same photo in different 
sites. It may get accepted elsewhere.  

Meanwhile keep trying to improve. Look at all the photo sites, what is 
shown and you will get inspiration.  

 

3. Your own Website � Nothing will be rejected here! If you are savvy 
enough, you can have your own website, and pocket all the profit without 
sharing. However, it is not roses all the way. It has to be designed well, 
as well as maintained and updated regularly.  In addition, you have to 
advertise properly so people know how to reach you.  
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What Is Needed?  

 

Camera  
You need a good camera, at least 4 mega pixels and 3x optic zoom. 

If you are planning to buy one, look around at help sites.  

The following is a very good article.  

 

How to Buy a Digital Camera-A9 Step Guide 

By Darren 

http://digital--school.com/how-to-buy-a-digital-camera 

 

Software   
Some good program to smarten up your photos. You may already be 
using something.  
 

Basically the software should be able to edit, open from and save in 
different formats, and add ITPC or other metadata to the photo.  

 

For extra information, please look at my e-book  

11 Fun things to do with your photos. 

 

Internet connection  

Good DSL, broadband or cable internet connection so uploading pictures 
does not take long.  
 

Links to sites  

Go through the sites given at the end of this article, and see which one 
will suit you. You can sign for more than one. Registration is almost 
always free. You are given a user ID to access and monitor your account. 
Now you are ready to upload your photos.  
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Uploader / FTP program  

Though regular downloader program or your photo viewer program may 
be used for uploading the photos, some sites require FTP clients for 
uploading. One good free one is  

Filezilla   

FileZilla is a cross-platform graphical FTP, FTPS and SFTP client.  
Many features, supporting Windows, Linux, Mac OS X and more. 
FileZilla Server is a reliable FTP server for Windows. 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/filezilla 

 

For Firefox users,  

Fireftp is good.  

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/684 
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What Sells  

 
The foremost requirement is a GOOD picture. Good means  sharp, clear, 
well lighted, well constructed photo.  
 
All sites have a list of subjects they are interested in. The information is 
collected from search engines to determine what most people are looking 
for.  
 
Apart from color photos, there is demand for Black and White photos 
too.  
 
There are special Kirilian cameras to take photos of your AURA. Some 
of that imagery is searched for too.  
 
Then there are categories of photos, which are in demand, and a website 
may require some or all of them. 
 

Here is a list of subjects most searched for on the internet �  
 
Aerial  

Architectural  

Backgrounds 

Cityscape  

Cloudscape  

Erotic  

Family  

Fashion  

Festivals 

Kirlian  

Landscape  

Night  

Portrait  

Seascape and Underwater  

Sports � Indoor and outdoor 

Wedding  

 

More topics with many subheadings  

Animals and Wildlife � Pets, Birds, Fish, Zoo 

Art and Craft � Articles, as well as supplies,  

Food � Cooked, Vegetables, Fruits, 
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Gadgets � Phones, Radios, TVs,  

Household items- Crockery, Cutlery, Bathroom / kitchen articles  

Nature � Seasons, Plants, Flowers, Sceneries 

People � Workers, Professions, Crowds, Babies, Children  

School � Education, Teacher, Education supplies 

Technical � all kinds of machinery, gadgets, insides of fact ories, 

Travel and Tourism- famous places, vehicles   

 

Try searching yourself, and see what kinds of photos are available. Look 
at variety of subjects, as well as treatment of photos. How an apple or 
rose is photographed emphasizing different aspects.  

 

Format of the pictures  

JPG or JPEG is the most preferred one. Your software should have the 
capability to save the photo in the required format.  

 

JPEG - Joint Photographic Experts Group. (.JPG file extension, 
pronounced Jay Peg) 
JPEG is the extension used by the Macintosh  
JPG is the extension used in Windows  
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Tags And Keywords, IPTC 

 
So now, you have a good photo all ready to be shared. How will a 
potential customer find it from thousands of others?  

TAGS  

That is where Tags and Keywords come in. They are words that you 
�name� your photo with.  When a search engine looks  for something, it 
will find your photo by that name.   

It is advisable to tag your photo with as many tags as possible, so it can 
turn up in related searches also.  

For example, you have a photo of lovely Crimson Red Rose. 

You can tag it as: 

Flower, Rose, Red Rose, Crimson Rose (Its Name), Single Flower, 
Single Red Rose, Valentine Gift, Red Flower.   

So any one searching with any of those words will be able to see your 
picture. If there are only one or two tags, it will show only on those 
searches.  

METADATA 

Now it is possible to set in all these tags in the METADATA of the 
picture itself.  

Metadata is the information embedded with the picture. It is of two kinds. 

One type is by the digital cameras  already implanted in the photo. This is 
called EXIF (Exchangeable Image File Format). This gives information 
about the camera make, and date. This is not editable.  

The second type is put in by the user. You can add caption, copyright 
information, location, tags, or any other relevant information. This is 
editable.  

Two of the most commonly used metadata formats for image files are 
IPTC and XMP. 

IPTC is the standard developed by the International Press 
Telecommunications Council. 
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Most Micro stock sites want IPTC data embedded in the photo. This 
saves time for you also as you do not have to insert it again for different 
sites.  

The sites can extract this data once the picture is accepted.  

 

The easiest way is to right click the picture, go to properties, and fill the 
summary form.  
 
The information remains with the picture even if it is edited or resized.  
 
Adding or editing IPTC data does not change the attributes of an image. 
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Legal points � Model and Property release  
 
When you submit your photos up for sale, it is a legal business decision.  
There are some legalities you have to observe to indemnify the site and 
yourself.  
 
You should be the author or the owner of the photo. The copyright will 
be in your name. If anyone else claims that picture, you have to prove the 
ownership.  
 

� If there is an identifiable person in the photo, he/ she will have 
to sign and submit to the site, a MODEL release. For self-
portraits, you have to sign it yourself.  

 
� Similarly, if there are photos of private property, you have to 

get PROPERTY release forms signed by the owner. 
 

� These are legal documents by which the person gives you and 
the site rights to sell the picture. This applies to each photo 
separately. 

 
To know more about it, see the site information page. Each site has 
different requirements. Before submitting find out what is expected. 
 
These forms can be downloaded from the sites. They have to be 
submitted with each such picture.  
 

   
 
These kind of pictures need model / property release. In the first picture, 
it is needed for all. The parents have to sign for themselves and the kids. 
For the last picture, the owner of the house has to sign.  
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Sites � links and Information  

Micro stock  

 
Shutterstock 

We want your photos! Submit your photos to Shutterstock and get paid 
every time one of your photos is downloaded. Web designers, magazine 
editors, and other graphic artists purchase monthly subscriptions to 
Shutterstock to download photos from our site. 
http://submit.shutterstock.com/ 
 

BritePic 

BritePic adds interactivity and ads (if you want them) to the photos on 
your website. 

BritePic is free and easy to use. 

If you�re an HTML coder, use BritePic instead of the <img> tag.  

http://www.britepic.com/start.php 
 
 

Freerangestock.com  

Since this is not a personal photo sharing site, family photo snapshots 
generally don’t qualify as good stock. 
 
Freerange Stock now shares revenue with contributing photographers 
through Google AdSense. When you sign up as a photographer, you have 
the option of creating a Google AdSense account. This is your personal 
advertising account through Google, which allows you to collect ad 
revenue on ads that appear on download pages for your images and your 
profile pages. You keep 80% of the ad revenue that your pages generate - 
Freerange keeps only the remaining 20%. 
 
If you do not have this account, you can create an AdSense account 
through our site. The account is administerable through Google 
at http://www.google.com/adsense. All of the regular AdSense terms 
and conditions apply to your new account. 
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http://freerangestock.com/ 
 

Fotolia  

 
Fotolia offers the largest image bank of free and affordable royalty free 
photos and illustrations perfect for any medium, web or print. 
 
Everyone can become a Fotolia contributor. If you have great images 
(JPEG, AI or EPS) then you may create an account and submit your 
images for us to review. Before you may upload your images, you will 
need to complete our online training found in the � Toolbox" section by 
selecting the �Training" tab. After successfully co mpleting the training 
you may upload images by going to the �My files" pa ge and clicking on 
one of the upload options (Simple Upload, Upload via Flash, or FTP). 
 
After the images are uploaded you will be prompted to enter some 
important information such as keywords (single words) and title. The 
images are then sent to our editors who will review them and notify you 
if you are accepted.  
 
Uploading images is completely free. Fotolia takes only a commission on 
images that are sold. 
 
http://www.fotolia.com/ 
 

iStockphoto 

 
iStockphoto is the internet’s original member-generated image and design 
community. 
Anyone can apply to become a photographer on iStockphoto. 
Contributors will be asked to read through our online training manual 
which is found by clicking the �Upload� link. Once that is complete, you 
will need to answer a few questions and then upload a piece of 
government issued identification in the form of a JPEG. We require this 
to confirm who you are and that you�re of legal age. Finally, you will be 
asked to submit three sample images which will be reviewed by our 
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inspection team. We will notify you of our decision via email or you may 
review the status of your application by clicking the �Upload� link again. 
 
www.istockphoto.com 
 

Dreamstime  

 
Dreamstime.com allows you the opportunity to work with 
Dreamstime.com in one of three manners: contributors who upload 
images which are available for sale with other stock agencies (NON-
EXCLUSIVE CONTRIBUTORS), contributors that upload images that 
are exclusively sold on Dreamstime.com (EXCLUSIVE IMAGES) and 
contributors that are solely represented by Dreamstime.com 
(EXCLUSIVE CONTRIBUTORS). 
 
www.dreamstime.com 
 

BigStockPhoto 

 
A Marketplace for Photographers 
 
Approved photographers can upload their photos to BigStockPhoto, and 
upon approval by copyright and quality editors, these photos can be 
downloaded by other users. 
 
Each time a photo is downloaded, the photographer earns 50 cents per 
image credit spent. When photographers have earned at least $30 they 
can request a Paypal or check payment. 
 
http://www.bigstockphoto.com/ 
 

Constant-Content 

 
Constant Content seeks quality photographic images that appeal to 
website owners who want to illustrate written content or draw traffic to 
their websites. 
Images most likely to appeal to buyers include illustrative photos like 
shots of specific locations (e.g., architecture and landmarks), multi-use 
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